
Country Information:  Egypt 
Egypt is a stunning country that has so much to offer from amazing snorkelling, ancient sites that take your breath away, natural beauty of the white desert and of course the Pyramids. Sadly it is the only place that we will never return to as the people just make it hard work. Luxor was the turning point that ruined it for us as the harassment around the city and the sights was just horrible. However, looking back now (a few months after I wrote that) we loved it, sometimes when you are in a country you forget how amazing it is and let the little things like fighting the price of bread EVERYDAY take over. The distance to some of the sights are great but we found them to be very rewarding and worth the effort. The police situation was not that bad for us, we found that there were check points every few hundred km but they just wanted to ask a few simple questions. 
Visa:  Visa we got before hand cost for £15 each. If not it is very easy to obtain on the ferry but cost a little more I think 30US$
Travel Costs: Diesel Tax 510EP, Insurance 515EP, licence plates 150EP, copies 30EP and 4x4 service 11EP.    The process is actually very straight forward as a tourist policeman takes you through everything and he greets you when you leave the boat, we gave him a small tip as it took all the stress and worry away:  Make sure you have a fire extinguisher as they will make you buy one otherwise. 
Diesel:                              Easy to find 
Milk/ Soda: A 1.5 litre Coke bottle should be between 4-5EP a 2L 6-7EP
Bread: 1-2EP
Accommodation Average: £3-£5 for two per night. 
Additional Transport cost

The ferry from Jordan costs 360US$ for two people and the car. They have a slow ferry that takes 3 hours but your arrive about 3am into Egypt or a fast one that takes one hour and your arrive at 2pm. There is very little in price difference. The fast ferry does not go in high winds. The booking centre is in tracks for Africa.
Travel Advice
Roads: The road system is good with great tarmac roads. The only convoy that we had to go in was from Aswan to Abu Simbul temple. If we were to go through the white desert again, we would drive straight to the white desert and not camp in the town before as the campsite is not great and the extra hours drive to the white desert is worth it. We did not stay at the campsites there we just found a stunning point near a rock. 
Camping: Camping is basic at the best of times, mainly in car parks but wild camping in the white desert is brilliant. If going to Abu Simbul you can camp in the car park for free. The campsite at Ras Muhammod is beautiful but very limited. It is always worth looking at the facilities first before agreeing on a price, we haggled for nearly all prices. Hot water is not common. So the solar shower comes in good use. The campsite half way up the Sinai towards Cairo as shown on Tracks for Africa, is not ideal as it is used for drug running, friends were moved on by the army!! We camped there and were fine but just be warned. The journey from Ras to Cairo can be done in one long day. 
Can camp for free in the white desert and in the Abu Simbel car park. 
Adams Home in Aswan has no shade to escape the heat but he makes up for it with enthusiasm.   

Treatment: Like a walking wallet; most people expect you to pay over the odds for everything. Egypt has the most amazing sites but sadly the people let the country down. Anything way from tourist sites we were treated fine. No worries on safety we walked around with easy. 
Haggling: Egypt is hard work in terms of getting a fair price for even the simple things like bread, almost everything has to be haggled for. 
Money: 8EP = £1
ATM are easy to find in the bigger towns 
Tips/Extra Info
*There are many police check points but they only want to know three things, where are you from i.e. Country; how many in the car; where are you going. 
*McDonalds is great for free wifi and they do great cold milkshakes

* I would highly recommend making the effort to drive down to Abu Simbel even though you see it from the ferry, the detail inside is amazing. The temple of Hores at Edfu between Luxor and Aswan is amazing. Our two best sites of Egypt. 

*Best street food has to be the Kebabs 
*It is worth learning 1-9 in Arabic, to ensure you’re not paying to much for food in restaurants or markets.  
*Always ask advice from the campsite if you are planning on taking public transport on how much it should cost. 
*We paid £15 for 2 people to see the Pyramids; we could not take the landy inside as we had extra fuel, gas and knives on board. 

*Tourist attractions such as Valley of the Kings and other temples except to pay around £6-£8pp.  
Country Information:  Sudan
We found Sudan to be completely safe and easy to travel around, (not in the Darfar area) We had joined some other overlanders to take the ferry due to fears of safety but we did not need to worry, we felt completely safe the whole time, We spent all but 2 nights wild camping and found that people just left us alone. They may come within 20 meters of us if we were coming near them but otherwise it was just us. There is little to see in Sudan but the honesty and friendliness of people make the country a pleasure to drive through. Expect in the Capital food fairly hard to find so stock up before you come in. 
Visa: Visa cost 100US$, also we had to pay the British embassy 240EP for a letter to get the visa (if in a group just pay for one and then photocopy at the Sudanese embassies to save money, as it is just printed off with no personal information on it.)  
Travel cost: 2450EP for the ferry for our 4x4 and 2 tickets in a first class cabin.  Mr Salma is actually very reasonable the best advice is just to email him at least a few weeks before to let him know the date you are after and he will reserve the space for you. takourny@hotmail.com We did not get a response from him but he had reserved us on.   Also we had to pay 25EP to get the carnet stamped out of Egypt and a total of 131US$ to get us two and the landy into Sudan excluding visa. A fixer will find you on the boat and he will charge 15US$ per car for him to do all the work.
Diesel: Fairly easy to find in most large towns but we were pleased we did carry extra jerry cans, not that we needed it as we were towed for 400km!!!
Milk: We did not buy any, food was hard to find outside Khartoum and was more expensive than Egypt so stock up before hand
Bread: Difficult to find expect in Khartoum but we were given free bread in the rural areas
Accommodation Average: We wild camp every night expect Khartoum and then the Blue Nile Sailing Club wanted 10US$pp, so over priced for a noisy car park and dirty shower. National Residence is not much better as still in car park but 10US$ for two. It might be worth finding a cheap hotel in Khartoum instead. We did not find much reason other than getting the landy fixed to stay in the capital 
Additional Transport cost : 11 SP for a ferry across to Dongola takes less than 5 minutes and often has a few camels as well as cars.
Travel Advice: 
Roads: When we travelled the road from Wadi Hafi to Khartoum following the Nile was 85% tarmac and they were completing the rest. The road from Khartoum to Ethiopia is 99% excellent tarmac. The road to the Merore Pyramids and to Port Sudan is also good tarmac. 
Camping: We camped wild for all nights expect when we stayed in Khartoum and we had no issues, people sometimes came to have a look at us but stayed a good distance from us. We found some beautiful spots by the Nile. Camping in Khartoum is so overpriced for the horrible facilities. 
Treatment: Wonderful, everyone we met was friendly and happy to see us, we had no issues with prices as we were given the correct price every time. Things are more expensive here than in Egypt, water was 2SP double than Egypt. 
Haggling: No needed – we did hear that our French friends in there truck had to haggle to get their large truck over a bridge as they went a different way but apart from that everyone we know had a wonderful experience. 
Money: We based ours on 3SP to £1  only found ATM in Khartoum, but there is very little to spend your money on, the supermarket in Khartoum is very expensive but has a nice coffee shop with internet.  We used the black market at Wadi Half to change Egyptian pounds to Sudanese pounds. 
Tips/Extra Info: There is little to see in Sudan and the heat is intense, the only way not to kill our fridge was to fill our water bottles and leave them out over night and then put them in the fridge in the morning. 
*The pyramids were nice to see but a long way to drive and then the evening is spent camping in what feels like a large hair dryer. The cost is 20S£pp so when we travel around £14 for two people. 
*The heat in Sudan is unbelievable which means that you sweat all day and lose a lot of salts that you body needs, so each night we had a salt and sugar mix to re-hydrate ourselves. Just add a small teaspoon of sugar to 2 large pinches of salt (mix to your taste) 
Country Information:  Ethiopia
Ethiopia was a massive change from Sudan, the scenery is stunning, massive rolling hills, thousands of people EVERYWHERE and has a few interesting tourist spots. We found that the people had their hands out for us to give them things all the time. We chose to go around the northern part of Ethiopia, if on a limited time frame I would not recommend this route as the sights are sadly dull compared with Egypt and the middle east. However Liabella is a must. Overall we enjoyed our time here and found that the travelling days were long on average 6 hours as the roads are so poor in the north but we found places to stay easily. The northern section was really tough on our tyres, so we are pleased we brought two spare. 
Visa: We got ours before we left but otherwise it was a three month visa for around 30US$ on the border
Travel cost: None other than Visa, no road tolls, ferries or insurance that you have to have.
We brought the COMESA insurance that will cover us in most other countries that we will be going through. From the Ethiopian Insurance company for our Land Rover it was £108 for 6 months (1630Birr) the price is worked out on engine size, a quick and easy process and the building in 10 minutes work from Wims Holland Place (campsite) in Addis Ababa
Diesel: There are shortages due to lack of power, we found that most of the time it was OK, but others the garage either had fuel but no power or power but no fuel, (similar to the hotels and hot water!) We did not use more than one spare jerry can for the whole time and we only have a standard tank fitted. There is always black market fuel. 
Food: We found that it was difficult to buy food, as we were always charge well over the odds and trying to find supermarkets were difficult, we ate out most nights as it was very cheap and the food on the whole was good. 
Accommodation Average: 80-100 Birr (£4-£8)
Additional Transport cost: None
Travel Advice: 
Roads: Overall poor, from the border to Gonder, it is a nice tarmac road but the amount of cattle walked on it means the driving is slow. Around the north to Axum the roads are poor but they are starting to tarmac them. The main road from Addis Ababa are all tarmac. The Omo valley roads are dirt roads but can easily do 40-50kmph along them, we were in the dry season. I believe the wet season is a different story. The northern route ate our tyre trend so much. 
Camping: Camping in the north is very limited, we stayed at Tim and Kims on the northern side of lake Tana which is a great spot but with limited facilities. The setting and friendliness makes up for it though. The rest of the time we stayed in hotels with either no power or no water or neither!!!!  In the south there a couple more campsite. We based ourselves at Turmi, Kasske Camping in the Omo valley. The main reason for this was that we could sit on the dry water bed and watch the tribes people walking back to their villages and dig in the river for water. A few useful campsites 
	Tim and Kim Village
	Gorgora
	Ethiopia
	N 12 13.709 E 037 17.958

	Wims Holland Place
	Addis Ababa
	Ethiopia
	N 09 00.589 E 038 45.325

	Swaynes Hotel
	Arba Minch
	Ethiopia
	N 06 00.075 E 037 32.952

	Kasske Camping
	Turmi Omo Valley
	N 04 58.578 E 036 30.914


Treatment: Nearly everyone expects you to give them things and always have their hands out. They are also very scared of cars and be aware that in some villages they do not understand how to cross a road and will either dive out of the way when you come near or just walk in front of you. We did have a lot of interesting conversations with locals that did not want anything from us other than to practice their English but overall we found the begging the worst so far. Kids do throw stones at passing cars but we found that by driving with the widows down and waving at everyone, we had no issues. We never felt scared in any town, just annoyed at not being about to get a fair price. 
Haggling: A must on the side of the road, as you will pay white person prices for food, hotel rooms are cheap enough but some did try and charge as twice the price. 
Money:15 Birr to £1, we exchange money on the black market in most towns, banks like the bigger notes when changing dollars, you get a better exchange rate. 
Tips/Extra Info: 
*A single room means just one double bed in it, a double room has two double beds. 

*The villages in the Omo valley as hard work, as soon as you drive in the car will be surrounded and people demanding, sweets, money clothes, 1 photo 1 birr. We found it horrible having to chose people to take a picture of out of the village, we don’t believe it makes for a good environment for the villages, so we tried to explain to the chief that we would pay for unlimited photos and he could share the money out. Sometimes it work but other times not. We found that we had more fun at the markets or stopping people away from the main villages or in the river bed at Turmi. A lot of people think that paying for a photo is wrong but we have professional models in the western world!!

*If there is a large queue to fill up your diesel tank, just use your jerry cans and you will get served next. Most of the time finding fuel is not hard but can be a little tricky, as either a fuel station will have diesel but no power or they will have power but no fuel. They have a system that a town will have no power every other day, so try not to let your tank get too low, or you will have to buy black market fuel which is very expensive.   
*You have to have a guide with you in the simian mountains, which can make it very expensive. Unless you want to go hiking the views are no better than the road we drove on up to Axum. 
*Villages only seem to grow one thing, so when driving you have to buy onions from one village, banana from another etc….

*The cost to visit the Omo Valley is free to visit the markets but 50Birr pp per village and 1-2birr per photo, we need not like the villages, instead we loved sitting in the dry river bed near our camp and watching the tribes walk home after market. 
*Lalibela costs 200 Birr (£15) per person and 150birr for a guide if you want one, but once inside there is no hassle, without a guide you may not be shown all the golden crosses. 
*Simien Mountains cost 70Birr pp and 80birr for the scout that you MUST have and 10Birr car
Country Information:  Kenya
We found Kenya a very easy country to travel through, especially as now all the signs are in English, most towns have a supermarket where we could get most food. The people all seemed very friendly and we had little begging, the only downside was that Kenya is that it only seems to like the top end tourist, so campsites and cheap hotels are a little run down. Service is slow in Kenya even though there will be twice the amount of staff needed but they will most likely be watching the TV which is always on and on the loudest volume. Kenya can also be very expensive due to the cost of game parks so think careful about which ones you want to go and see and also check when the last rains where, as same parks had not had rain for over a year and many animals we dieing by the roadside, not something you want to pay and see. 
Visa: 25US$ pp and obtained on the Moyle border. 

Travel cost: You are required to pay road tax 40US$ for one month or 100US$ for 3 months. We think Moyle don’t ask for it as they are so embarrassed about the road but you will be asked to prove you paid when you leave.  We have the COMESA insurance so we did not need to buy any. 

Diesel: Very easy to find
Food: Easy to buy and plenty of places to buy fruit and veg on the side of the road, most towns had small supermarkets that were well stocked

We paid on average between 10-30shillings per bag of fruit or veg and around 8-10 shillings for an egg. The prices did vary around the country so take time to investigate different stools to get a feel for the price. 
Accommodation Average: £6-£8 for two  500-800 shillings for two, we haggled over the price on some occasions but more when we were staying 2+ nights
Additional Transport cost: In most large towns you will need to buy a parking ticket, the attendants wear bright yellow jackets and normally costs 20-40 shillings for the day, so very cheap
Travel Advice

Roads: The road 500km from the Moyle border is just horrible and needs to be done over two days, one to Marsabit where the first 120km is an OK dirt track then the corrugation start but you can get off the road onto sand tracks, we drove for 7hrs and stayed at Henry’s camp, where you can buy fresh bread from the bakery run by his wife and then did the remained the next day. The 250 from Marsabit to Archers Post is just horrible, the worst road in Africa. It is impossible to get off the road so we spent 8 hours just bumping up and down, blowing both our front shocks and causing our anti roll bar to fall off and break the vacuum pump and a few other things fell off.
Camping

There are plently of campsite in Kenya so we did not need to wild camp at all, they nearly all use log burners to get hot water, so unlike Ethiopia we had hot showers most of the time. Below are a couple of useful campsites for the first day, we crossed over from Ethiopia late in the day, so we decided to camp for free at the police compound in a large green area, this happens a lot according to the police officers 

	Police Compound
	Moyale
	Kenya
	N 03 31.257 E 039 03.226

	Henry's Rest Camp
	Marsabit
	Kenya
	N 02 20.741 E 037 57.946

	Samburu Womens Camping
	Archers Post
	Kenya
	N 00 37.877 E 037 39.616

	Timau River Camp
	Timau
	Kenya
	N 00 05.126 E 037 15.127


Treatment: We found that we were treated fairly and had very little issues getting a fair price for food. People were only too happy to help us and we even found taking the bus and walking around Nairobi to safe and easy.
Haggling: We hardly had to haggle anywhere
Money: 120 Shillings to £1, we found that ATM were in most towns and easy to find. 
Tips/Extra Info

*There is a free way into the Masia Mara near the Talek gate, which is shown on tracks for Africa and in guide books, you would need a 4x4 as it is through a dry river bed, it not marked as a free way in, just that there are no gates on the entry points. We have also heard that they were trying to split the park in two and make you pay for both sides. When you cross the bridge in the south (I think Sand Bridge) they may ask you to pay twice. Confirm on your first entrance if it covers both sides. 
*Lake Nakuru National Park is the park to go to see Rhino and pelicans, Lake Elementaita is free and has loads of Flamingos. The Masia Mara is just wonderful especially during the great migrations. If on a budget, we would suggest that you chose which parks to go to by what you want to see, ie Nakuru for the Rhinos etc. There are free ways into the Masia Mara, just near the centre gates, shown on Tracks for Africa and in some guide books but do it at your own risk. 
*Most National parks cost 60US$pp to enter for a 24hour period. We did hear that during the migration the park is spilt into two, so when you cross the bridge at the bottom they want you to pay another 60US$pp, confirm at the gat before hand. The car cost 300shillings (£3)

*Kenya National Museum in Nairobi cost 800Shillings pp, £13 for two, we paid £5 to go to the elephant orphanage gto see the baby elephants being feed. 
*Thompson falls cost 200 Shilling pp, around £2pp 
Country Information:  Uganda
We found Uganda to be a very beautiful country with a good understanding of tourism. They understand that tourism is good and bad and work hard to make sure that child go to school rather than hang around tourist spots begging for things. We tried to use official guides for the various different walks, as it puts money into the community and is better than charity, plus we found most guides to be very knowledgeable and want to share their love of Uganda 
Visa: 50US$ pp
Travel cost: COMESA covered the insurance, even though a guy at the border told us that we had to buy extra insurance, we did not and did not read the information he wanted us too. We also had to pay road tax, 43,250 shillings (£15)
Diesel: Easy to find everywhere
Food: We paid on average 1000-1500 shilling for a pile of veg. 1000 for meat on a stick and 1000 for a small glass bottle of Coke. This may or may not be the right price but was what we paid on average. 
Accommodation Average: 14000-20,000 shillings for two, £5-£7 for two
Additional Transport cost: None, we did have some boys putting a rope across the road, asking us to pay them, we did not pay anything. 
Travel Advice

Roads: Most of the road system is excellent on good tarmac roads. From Murchinson Falls though the road to Fort Portal are dirt tracks, we only found tarmac again at Queen Elizabeth National Park. The Road to Sipi Falls is all good tarmac and so is the road back to Kampala. Around Fort Portal (or Fort Pothole as locally know) there are massive potholes. 
Camping: Camping is fairly easy in Uganda, often in car park areas but with Ok facilities. Red Chilli Campsite in Kampala is nice, as it has a bar and restaurant but the area for overlanders in overlooked by children walking past and often shouting “give me pen” Also the campsite can be very noisy as a near by bar has loud music playing into the small hours. There is another campsite in the capital but we did not stay there. We found it easy to find places to camp. We wild camped a few times with no issues but made sure we were far away from the nearest village and had no walking tracks near us. 
Treatment: Very good, we did not have to haggle for a fair price and people seem to welcome us with open arms, we found that we could walk around towns easier than other African countries, as less people came up to ask. 
Haggling: On the whole the prices that we were given were honest and fair, we only a little hassle at the border from money exchangers and people wanting to help us for a fee but otherwise we found it fun and easy to walk around towns. 
Money: We found that ATM were easy to find in most large towns. 
Tips/Extra Info:
*There is a free way into Murchinson Falls when you head toward Nile Safari camp, there is a turning that takes you through the staff quarters, you can only really see the falls and have a boat ride, as crossing the river to do a game drive causes more hassle as you need to show you park ticket. We found the game drive on the other side OK but as we had recently been to Masia Mara most things would have difficulty keeping up. 
 *We found that it was better for us to withdraw Ugandan Shillings and change them at the bank for US dollar for gorilla tracking than using our own dollars. 
*You can do a boat ride from Bunyonyi Overland Resort for around £16 and is the same price for up to 8 people
*Boat Ride to see Murchison Falls costs £36 for two. The boat does not get you as close as the pictures show, we wished we had done the walk down instead now. For around 5US$pp

*Cinema in Kampala cost £4pp

*Talking the guided walk to see Sipi falls and a village tour cost around £14 for two people. We loved the walk down to the falls but the village tour was a little disappointing, only due to our guide. We need get to drink the local beer from long straws.  
Country Information:  Rwanda
We found Rwanda to be one of the only countries to actually be moving forward, they seem to be taking positive steps to improve their country and everyone working together. Women and men were digging trenches to lay water pipes in there villages. We also found that young and old waved at us and would want to help without wanting anything from us. The scenery is also stunning, a land of a thousand hills, is a very true statement of Rwanda, so always give a little extra time to travel due to all the turns. 
Visa: Free for UK
Travel cost: We paid no insurance or road tax to enter
Diesel: Fairly common everywhere
Food: Most things in Rwanda were a lot more expensive than we had thought, so even though there was a large supermarket in Kigali we did not buy much. Cakes 
Accommodation Average: Camping 5,000-1000 for two (£6-11), Double room 25,000 (£25)
Additional Transport cost: None
Travel Advice

Roads: REMEMBER TO DRIVE ON THE RIGHT HAND SIDE :Very good road system, most of the main roads are good tarmac roads, you can drive from Kigali to the Gorillas in 2-2.5 hours, on the few dirt tracks there are the speed is down to 40-50kmph
Camping: Camping is rather limited, there are few decent campsite, most are just car parks with only basic unclean facilities, so we did stay in some rooms. We did not try to wild camp but I can not see it being an issue as the people are so friendly
Treatment: Excellent, we found everyone from all ages happy and helpful
Haggling: We did not find the need, things are generally more expensive in Rwanda even at the supermarkets, where many items are more expensive than the UK
Money: 900 Francs = £1  - ATM only in Kigali but there are many foreign exchange places and banks exchange dollars. Dollars in large bills get a better rate than smaller ones.   
Tips/Extra Info
*We did not pre-book the gorilla - we just turned up the night before and were lucky enough to go the next day, if you book via the parks head office you have to pay in cash at Kigali. It would be an idea just to call one of the local tour agents by the National Park, but otherwise go to the park office at around 5pm and talk to them and then go back again in the money. We paid in US dollar

*We drove from Kayonza, an hour east of Kigali on the lake to Singida, Aqua Resort (Tanzania) in a day, the roads are good tarmac, not something we would recommend as we did not stop of more than ten minutes, just drove for 1.5hrs then changed, but it was easily done, we left at 6.30am and arrived at 6.30pm with an hours border crossing and a hours time difference. 
*Gorilla tracking cost 500US$ pp, expensive but amazing. We just turned up at the gate and got tickets the next day. The tourist office will tell you they are fully booked for months, My advice would be to phone a few tour companies the ones based in the near area are best. 
Country Information: Tanzania 
Visa: 50 US$ pp obtained on the border 
Travel cost: we also had to pay 25US$ for road tax and carbon tax. They ask for the receipt when you leave so keep it safe or you will pay twice
Diesel: Easy to find
Food: On the coast loads of fish seafood and the fish markets are great to walk around, ask locals what they are paying to get an idea of a fair price. The have an orange oval fruit that they call passion for eating which is amazing, 6 for around 1000Shillings. Supermarkets are normally well stocked but buying fresh milk can be difficult. Prices for food is similar to UK for things from a supermarket. Small buckets of Onions on the side of the road are around 2000, large ones 4000. Fire would is easy to fine and we paid around 1000 -1500 per bundle 
Accommodation Average: £5-£8. Camping on the coast is really cheap but around Arusha the standard is poor and expensive. 
Additional Transport cost: Only to enter the crate, for two people and our car it cost £204/ $340.
Travel Advice

Roads: The main roads are good. The main road from Rwanda the first 100km there are some massive pot holes. The drive up to and in the game parks are poor, but around Dar es Salaam and to the Malawi border the roads are good. A lot of road works on the way to Malawi which makes for slow going. 
Camping: Easy to find and most of good standard. The ones around the northern Safari route tend to be busy and don’t trust the Bradt guide with regards to the Arusha campsite, its just about OK
Treatment:  Very good, people were helpful and honest and took an interest in us. We are now starting to see many South African overlanders, so the people are more use to us. 
Haggling: Not much need we were given a fair price most of the time. 
Money: We changed money on the black market when we came in, but this happens on most borders. We found that Visa ATMs where easy to find in most towns. 
Tips/Extra Info: 
*You can leave your car at Sunrise campsite on South Beach if you want to go to Zanzibar, it costs 5000Shillings per day which is expensive but at least it is somewhere safe. 

*A Dala-dala cost 250shillings pp to take you from the ferry at south beach to the turning for the campsite. 
*The spice tour on Zanibar for two people cost around £17 if you share a mini bus the boat to the Island cost £42 for two people

*The Nrgoror Crater cost is £207 to get in. Very expensive and was only nice, The views and scenery were brilliant but the game viewing disappointing.  Most other parks charge between 30US$ and 60US$pp
Country Information: Malawi  

We found that Malawi was not as expected, we did not find the prefect clear waters that the books write about and we found that we ended up just moving from camp to camp by the beach. The national parks are beautiful but have limited animals in them. If we were to do Malawi again we would not bother going to Cape McClear, we found the area rather dirty and full of hassle. 
Visa: No visa cost
Travel cost: As we have the COMSEA yellow card we did not pay anything, plus are car is private so road tax. Road Tax should only apply for commercial vehicles. 
Diesel:  Easy to find, though when we travelled through the towns nearest to Zambia had a slight shortage of diesel as a result from the shortage in Zambia
Food: EXPENSIVE, for 500g of pasta approx £4, olive oil £15 chocolate £1. Fruit and Veg still cheap, 2.5p per tomatoes. Local cost in the north: Onion and Tomatoes 5Kwacher each, banana 10. In the south they seemed to be double that price. Bread we paid between 70 and 140 depending on size and Coke bottle 40-50, there is a bottle charge of 25 per bottle.  
Accommodation Average: £10 for both, most places charged between 5-10US$ pp
Additional Transport cost: None, 
Travel Advice

Roads: All the main roads are good tarmac, the other roads are OK dirt roads. 
Camping: A big mixture of great campsites with lovely views and good facilities, to feeling squashed in or in  car park with no very and limited facilities.  
Treatment: Great, we found that people were friendly and happy to help, in the rural areas though some children were scared of us as they don’t see many white people. Very little hassle, even at the police check points, some asked for some food but most just let us through. 
Haggling:  Very little need too when buying food. Buying presents though they did not seem to understand the concept of haggling and everything was very expensive.
Money: We found ATM easy to find. 
Tips/Extra Info: The national parks are no where near as impressive as other countries, but the scenery especially at Nyika national park is just amazing. 

*Some curio stools are happy to exchange items like T-shirts for reduction on price

* Chintenche Inn- the guys selling crafts outside the campsite, will go to the village and buy food for you for a small fee but agree the price first. 
*The personalised land rovers made to look like your vehicle are made near monkey bay- Cape McClear, you will see a sign Toys R Us on the left. If you can get the price down to 4000K (£20) you are doing well. The more you buy the cheaper it becomes but it does take a few days for them to personalised them. 

*The National Parks cost around £7 for two people and car to enter
Country Information:  Zambia
We have found Zambia to be an unknown gem of Africa and for the first time we have felt we have found campsites that made us feel we were in Africa. South Luangwa is an amazing park with a rich and dense population of animals. There is a little more begging from people but only when driving otherwise we have found Zambia to have limited numbers of people around. The easy of buying food again as most towns had a decent shop. We also loved the choice of things to do, from game parks to waterfalls, hot springs, walks and even Bats.
Visa: 50US$ pp
Travel cost: Insurance we have the yellow card, you have to pay carbon tax for your vehicle depending on engine size, defenders 150,000 (23US$), land cruises 200,000 (30US$ roughly)    
At the Botswana/Zambia Border:  To leave we had to pay 20US$ Road Tax which they said we should have paid on entering. In our little group, so of us had to pay a council tax payment and others didn’t so not sure if the 8US$ is a con or not but they try and stop you are you leave Livingston at a police check point.   


The ferry across costs 20US$
Diesel: When we travelled though they were having a shortage, so had to buy on the black market, normal cost was 6200 at a petrol station on the black market around 8000
Food: Cheaper than Malawi, 1000K for 4 tomatoes, coffees 4000. The supermarkets are well shocked and even in the little towns you can pick up most things you will need
Accommodation Average: £10 for two people. The campsites around South Luangwe National Park are the best value for money we have found. In the campsites in the North are the most expensive.
Additional Transport cost:  20US$ for the ferry to Bostwana
Travel Advice

Roads: The main roads are good, there are some areas in the north around Mpika, that have lorry eating potholes that cross the whole road. The road from Chipta to South Luangwa Nation Park is horrible, it is only the last 50Km that is really bad. The Road from Luska to Livngston is good apart from the last 40km when it has dirt track sections and pot holed sections. 
Camping: We have been surprised at the cost of camping in the north, expensive for not much. Around the National Parks there is more competition so standards are prices are better and the standards are good. 
Treatment: We found that it was easy to travel around as there are so few people, we even managed a 14Km walk to a waterfall without seeing anyone!!
Haggling: Curio shopping you have to haggle hard, especially around Vic Falls, they do have some of the nicest pieces we have found on the trip so far and the cheapest. 
Money: 7000 is £1
Tips/Extra Info: There are a number of police checks points that will either want to see your driving licence or insurance, (yellow card in our case)
South Luangwe National Park costs 30US$ pp and 15US$ for the car, tickets are for 24hours and if you chose to go on a paid night drive from any campsite you can use the same entrance ticket. Our best advice is to do an afternoon/evening drive then go back in the next morning, as all day is hard work. Plus it means that you have some time at camp to enjoy the animals walking through. 
Victoria Falls has the best selection and is also the cheapest place to buy souvenirs, so if you are looking for gifts for home buy them here, as Namibia is seriously expensive. 

There is the annual bat migration that happens in November and is really worth seeing if you are in the area. Kasanke National Park is the area to go. 

Country Information:  Botswana
Sadly we arrived at the wrong time of year for Botswana, if the rains have started then the animals leave to areas of the parks that you can no go to and the salt pans are impossible to drive on. Some of the driving in the national parks requires a good level of off roading, due to deep river crossing. Overall we found Botswana easy to travel around with shopping ATMs and internet plus fuel easy to find. Botswana has a very modern feel to it and you can find most things that you are looking for (At a price of course)
Visa: Free, you can get up to a 90day visa but they will give you what you ask for on the visa application, so also add a few more days encase of delays.
Travel cost: 20US$ to cross from Zambia and also 120pula Road Tax. This must be paid in local money, but they are very nice at the border as they let you drive into town and then come back after going to the ATM
Diesel: Around 80p per Litre
Food:  We have yet to find anywhere selling food on the side of the road, we have brought our food from the supermarkets. It is cheaper here than Zambia, especially for Wine and Chocolate but on the whole still more expensive for many things than the UK. 
Accommodation Average: Around the £6 for two people. The national parks have sold off most of there campsite and they now charge 50US$pp instead of 4US$ there are still at least one in each park, at the moment anyway. 
Additional Transport cost: 120 Pula Road tax
Travel Advice

Roads: The main roads are good straight tarmac. The roads in the parks are another story, when we visited we had as much fun off roading as animal spotting. The road from Chobe to Moremi was difficult when we went, mainly due to the endless different tracks leading off and tracks of Africa kept wanting to take us ways that were impassable. Our best advice is to carefully look at the ground and follow the routes with the most tracks. Once we found the right track it was easy. Before hand we were going through water bonnet height and more!! Something the locals don’t do.  
Camping: Sadly the nation parks have sold off most of there campsites in the parks, which only leave a couple left. The parks charge 30pula pp (£3) the ones that have been sold now charge up to 50US$pp. In Chobe only Ihara is still under the parks control, Savuti is 50US$pp. In Moremi only Xakanaxa is 30pula pp, third bridge is 150pula pp(£15). We ended up wild camping  near the Ghoha gate, just before the gate you come to a cross roads and we turned left and then about 200-300 meters we turned off road again. 
There is a campsite at Khwai, on tracks for Africa it is called Khwai Community campsite, however there are no toilets, showers NOTHING and yet they want 137pula pp (£13) They turned up late at night demanding the money, so we packed up and drove 2km off their area and slept between Chobe National Park and their area. If we had known this we would have pulled off the road after leaving the Gate for Chobe and found somewhere to wild camp
Also a warning for all the campsites in Maun. Please make sure all valuables are locked away and out of sight. There is a pawn shop in town which means people have more reason to steal. On Audi Camp our friends car was broken into at 2am in the morning, they smashed the window and stole £2000 worth of goods. The managers in the morning did not even come over and see if they were Ok or help them find a garage to replace the window. Even though there must have been 6 Police officers in town. This is not an uncommon problem, so where ever you stay keep everything out of sight and locked away. 
Treatment: Good treatment from all, everyone spoke good English and were happy to help
Haggling: No need as very little can be brought on the side of the road, most things have to be brought from supermarkets which are easy to find. 
Money: ATM are in most towns, and Visa are still the most widely expected. Mastercard only at Standic Bank
Tips/Extra Info
Cost of National Parks: Around £26 per Day for us and our car to camp and enter the park. Tickets are not 24hrs just per day, but if you stay in the park you are allowed to leave by 11am without having to pay for that day. Most of the campsites in the National parks have now been sold off and they charge 50US$ pp instead of around 4$US as before. This is the same for all the national parks so it is worth getting the most up to date information from the parks. 
Scenic flight over the Delta costs 2400Pula for a five seater plane for an hour’s flight
Due to the rains we spent only two weeks here so we ended up visiting very little of the country, we did however find that the lady in the tourism office in the airport in Maun to be the most helpful person we have found. 
Country Information:  Namibia
We loved Namibia the people are friendly the scenery is stunning and there are loads of different activities to do from safari to quad biking, rock art to fishing. Namibia is a vast empty country, at times we drove for 200km and saw no signs of life, no other cars fences or houses. The tourist attraction are very reasonable prices and some of the campsites have the best views we have had all trip. Camping is more expensive here paying on average £10-£15 per night for two compared with £5 for two in most over countries. 
Visa: No Visa cost
Travel cost: 180 Namibia dollar for road tax, can be paid in Pula, or Rand or Namibia Dollar. We had no insurance, as they did not sell it at the border. We know some people that brought some to cover them here and in South Africa for 2 months for £50
Diesel: 7.1N$ per litre
Food: Buying food on the side of the road is near impossible so all food brought from supermarkets. All large towns have them but the remote areas the food is very limited, around Purros area in the North West, you can not even buy bread. 
Accommodation Average: Expensive, we have been trying to pay around 50N$ pp (£4) but prices are easily up to 100N$pp. Etosha NP cost around £40 to stay in, 200N$ for the site and then 100N$pp. We have found many places that charge per site and then pp, so if travelling in a group it is not too bad. Other national parks charge 125N$pp
Additional Transport cost: None
Travel Advice

Roads: All the main roads are good tarmac, the rest are dirt or grave roads, which are all in good order. They seem to be regularly working on the roads. We have been told that most roads have work on the 1-3months.  On the dirt road we could still travel between 70-80kmph which is a good speed for us in the landy. Sometimes you will not see another car for 100km at a time. There is very little public transport so there are many hitch hikers about. 
Camping: Due to the vast amount of nothingness we have wild camped a lot here, as you can drive 100km and not even see a house or pass another car in some of the remote areas. We have always tried to stick to existing tracks where we can, to prevent damage to the landscape. 
Campsite 4 at Purros was our favourite and we had desert elephants walking through the camp at all different times of the day. Namibia has some stunning camping stops below are some of our favourites. 
	Purros
	Purros Community Camp
	S 18 44.008 E 012 56.509

	Twelfontein
	Mowani Mountain Camp
	S 20 30.577 E 014 25.873

	Helmeringshausen
	Tiras
	S 26 11.383 E 016 35.889

	South Of Etosha
	Toshari
	S 19 33.479 E 015 52.598


Treatment: Very good, everyone has been very friendly and this seems to be the only African so far where the colour of your skin has no impact. With only 2million in the whole country it is important that everyone works together to build the country. 
Haggling: Only for souvenirs  
Money: ATMs are in most towns but in the rural areas it is different to find, but there is also very little to buy apart from fuel or biscuits. In the Purros area you can not buy fruit, veg or bread. 
Tips/Extra Info: 
 Most ranches in Namibia either have a mechanic and workshop or the owner can fix most things, we found them to be very helpful and friendly but carried few spare parts, so if you do need help away from main towns these are you best bet. 

National Park ticket are for that day only unless you are staying in the park at there campsite or hotel. The pitches at Sossesvlei are massive and can take at least 2 or 3 cars per pitch and they charge 125N$pp, so if they say they are full just have a quick walk around the site and chat to some people. 

Near no food can be brought on the side of the road in Namibia, so supermarket shopping is your only choice, most towns have a supermarket but it is worth stocking up when you can. 

Prices seem to go up for camping in Dec/Jan due to the South African holiday
We drove through the Skeleton Coast National park easily in one day and opted to wild camp on the other side with no issues. There is a small campsite by the gate on the northern entry point and mile 108 campsite is not far from the south. As we were on TRANSIT through the park we did not have to pay for park entry. 
There is a VET fence on the way up to north towards sesfontain, going through north they just let us through, going south they were very strict and search the car for meat, plants and animals products. 

Vet fences are set up to stop the spread of certain diseases, you are not allowed to take through UNCOOKED meat, milk and cheese is find but we have been told of other travellers that have been told that they can not take it through and they must hand it over. As far as we are aware this is untrue and the guides are probably just hungry.  There are a few over the northern section of Namibia
Country Information:  South Africa
Visa: 90 days free upon arrival, we have been told that third party insurance is included in the diesel price but we have not had this confirmed yet. 
Travel cost: None so far but we have not left yet, 
Diesel: Easy to find everywhere and around 7.3rand per litre, so still cheaper than back home but more expensive than Namibia
Food: Easy to find everywhere, as you are in the closest thing that comes to a first world country in Africa. Every town has supermarket. Little food can be brought on the side of the road but on the whole still cheaper than England
Accommodation Average: Camping has high and Low season, over the xmas period it is high season so very expensive, closer to £20 min for 2 people. We were in mid-low season so we were paying between 60-80Rand pp, so a rough guide of £12 for two per night. Backpackers are slightly cheaper to camp in but you are in a car park. 
Additional Transport cost: Insurance, We did not buy any as we were told that Third Party Insurance is included in the cost of fule. I know that friends of our brought insurance in Namibia to cover both countries and they paid around £50 for 2 months. Toll roads can be quite expensive and sometimes the lesser roads are more stunning. 
Travel Advice
For us this is our last country, so we had to make sure that we did not get too much in the holiday mood and let our guard down, we are still in Africa and have things worth stealing so enjoy being back in the modern world but be careful. 
Roads: Excellent, even the minor roads are Tarmac. There are a lot of Toll roads in the Eastern Cape area
Camping: Most of the sites are excellent, having great bathrooms, even with baths, power and water on each pitch. Bar and game areas. We have been impressed with the standard but you do pay for the standards. We found that our guide book “The rough Guide” was rubbish. The best things we found was Coast to Coast (free) mainly does the more back packing choices. Caravan Camping 4x4, holiday resorts and destinations was excellent, loads of great information about each campsite and GPS points. Costs R90 (£7.50) but we got given last years guide from a campsite so it might be worth asking for that instead. 
Treatment: No problems, the only slight issues was everyone word start talking to us in Afrikaans first but after our shocked looked they spoke in English.  
Haggling: Only for gifts
Money: Every shopping mall and town has ATM and  most banks change foreign notes (for a fee) and travellers cheques. I would NEVER bring travellers cheques again.  
Tips/Extra Info

Sim Cards: For the first time this was a hassle, we were told we had to produce ID and proof of address, we had no issues with the OD we have passports but no proof of address, we explained that was not possible, the shop assistant wanting us to go to the police and get a letter from them but we refused and also said that we could not get the campsite to recommend us as they don’t know us, so after a few minutes they let us just use the passport. 
*As a tourist we pay more for parks, for Golden Gate NP we have to pay 88R pp locals 22Rpp. 
*Wild Card: If you are planning on visiting some of the many parks South Africa has to offer, it would be worth looking at the cost of the Wild card. It costs around 1800 rand for a foreign couple for a year and allows free entrance to most parks in South Africa. Parks vary from around 60 rand pp to 140 rand pp per day, so it could save a lot.  
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